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One of the great troubles in dealing with the operators is
that their avowed determination in connection with the
present matter is to do away with what they regard as the
damage done to them by submitting to interference for
political reasons in 1900. From the outset they have said
that they are never going to submit again to having their
laborers given a triumph over them for political purposes,
as Senator Hanna secured the triumph in 1900. They are
now repeating with great bitterness that they do not intend
to allow Quay to bully them into making any concession
for his political ends, any more than they would to allow
Hanna do it for his.

"Unfortunately the strength of my public position be-
fore the country is also its weakness. I am genuinely inde-
pendent of the big moneyed men in all matters where I think
the interests of the public are concerned, and probably I am
the first President of recent times of whom this could be
truthfully said. I think it right and desirable that this
should be true of the President. But where I do not grant
any favors to these big moneyed men which I do not think
the country requires that they should have, it is out of the
question for me to expect them to grant favors to me in
return. I treat them precisely as I treat other citizens;
that is, I consider their interests so far as my duty requires
and so far as I think the needs of the country warrant. In
return they will support me in so far as they are actuated
purely by public spirit simply as accordingly they think
I am or am not doing well; and so far as they are actuated
solely by their private interests they will support me only
on points where they think it is to their interest to do so.
The sum of this is that I can make no private or special
appeal to them, and I am at my wits' end how to proceed."

On September 27, 1902, he wrote also to Senator Hanna
on the same subject:

"What gives me the greatest concern at the moment is
the coal famine. Of course, we have nothing whatever to
do with this coal strike and no earthly responsibility for it.